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                             “UPROAR, HULLABALOO,  HURLY-BURLY,  

                                   BIG BANG”. 
 
VOUKOUM, as a Movement, means a 

disturbance of the cultural order 

established by the cultural, political 

and administrative authorities. 
 

It’s also a way to recognize the true 

merit of the CULTURE OF THE PEOPLE 

COMMONLY KNOWN as BAD 

NIGGERS, and to valorize some 

popular aspects of GUADELOUPE’S 

CULTURAL HERITAGE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    DENOMINATION : 

 

      “ VOUKOUM – GUADELOUPE CULTURAL MOVEMENT” 

 

                                   VOUKOUM  Mouvman Kiltirèl Gwadloup 
 

 

                     JURIDICAL FORM : 
 

  “ ASSOCIATION FOLLOWING THE LEGISLATION OF 1901” 
 

                  REGISTERED OFFICE : 
 

    Ancienne Annexe de l’Ecole Elie CHAUFFREIN -   Bas du Bourg         

   97100 BASSE-TERRE  - GUADELOUPE F.W.I. 

    Phone  0590 32 77 58    FAX  0590 32 77 58  

   Email :  voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr 
 

                 PURPOSE : 
 

TO TAKE PART IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND PROMOTION OF A GUADELOUPEAN CULTURE, etc.. 
 

         DATE OF DECLARATION : 
 

GUADELOUPE PREFECTURE ON APRIL 26, 1989 

PUBLISHED IN THE N°  22 OFFICIAL GAZETTE OF MAY 1989 

RECEIPT N° 1/02515 PREFECTURE OF PREFECTURE 
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The DRUM PARTY,  taking place at night, originating from the slavery period. 

The slaves, after a week of hard work, took advantage of the night to escape from the dwellings places and 

gathered around a drum for singing, dancing and drinking up to the first light of day. 

We keep this tradition. 
 

This night, as unadulterated tradition puts it, takes place in open air and the participants stand in a ring around : 
 

- three DRUMMERS (Tanbouyé) : 

 

.  two DRUMMERS (Boularyen) 

. a soloist  (Makyè) 

 

- the singers and chorus; 
 

- “chacha” (sort of emptied calabashes with “toloman” beans inside).  
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It’s a way to transmit musical practicing and play activities which still survive in MORTUARY EVENINGS. 
 

The Cultural Evening starts right from night fall around circle in open air till daylight. 
 

The evening can’t go without STORYTELLERS, JOKERS, POETS, MUSICIANS (music performed by mouth and 

hands : BOULAGYEL, or KA drums), SINGERS, DANCERS, PLAYERS  and an active part from the audience. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The TORCHLIGHT TATTOO (KONVWA CHALTOUNE) is to be found mostly by during the town festivities and goes 

ahead of the night drum party. 
 

The TORCHLIGHT TATTOO birth during the slavery period, when the slaves rebelled and walked in procession 

with torches in hands, going from plantation to plantation to set them to fire. 
 

The torchlight is made of a piece of bamboo in which one pours some of oil before thrusting (into it) a bit of 

hessian  in the guise of a wick. 

 

The tattoo is accompanied by music played by the musicians of Voukoum’s Street Big Band.   

 
 
 
The “POPULAR MARCH” comes mostly as a means of release in the streets taking place at the time of the 

district festivities, or for the commemoration of special events (SLAVE ABOLITION). 
 

The TRANSE, which comes with the MUSIC and the CURLS of INCENSE, pushes people of all ages, from all 

social backgrounds to walk on miles and miles without  bad grace. 
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The experience acquired by VOUKOUM in young people’s education to musical practice allowed us to bring 

about educational methods for the transmission of our knowledge. 
 

The studios are opened to the young as soon as the of 5 years. 
 

They include as many as 25 to 30 trainees and 2 trainers. 

 

 
For many years we have set up a musical structure which permits a group of talented but amateur musicians 

to put up a good performance. 
 

The themes of the songs have much to do with young’s people problems (unemployment, delinquency, drug, 

violence,..) and our joys and grieves.   

 
 

 
 MIZIK A MAS GWO SIWO    (carnival music) ; 

 MAYOLE (contest music to be danced with a stick); 

 GWO KA :   toumblak ;  graj ; léwoz ; menndé ; kaladja ; woulé.  
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A mask isn’t a disguise. The conception of Guadeloupe’s traditional mask is very close to Africa’s. Our mask not 

only ties up with the face but also with the clothes covering the body (from head to feet). 
 

Contrary to a disguise, an individual can go deep into a mask and be possessed by its SPIRIT, he becomes another 

BEING, he turns into the very mask. Finally he is but a MASK. He is a “MOFWAZE” (local term), he is transformed 

into MASK. 
 

VOUKOUM Show of Guadeloupe’s Traditional Masks relates the whole story of Guadeloupe’s Population. 
 

During the show the masks are shown in a setting of plants and objects linked to the soul of every mask, which 

conveys a mystic and savage atmosphere. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr


VOUKOUM PRESS BOOK  

VOUKOUM      Mouvman Kiltirèl Gwadloup 

Annexe de l’Ecole Elie CHAUFFREIN  Bas du Bourg  97100 BASSE-TERRE  - GUADELOUPE FWI 

Tél. 0590 327758  -   FAX  0590 327758  

Email :    voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr  Facebook : Voukoum mouvman kiltirèl Gwadloup 

14 

 

 

                                                                   

 

  

                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr


VOUKOUM PRESS BOOK  

VOUKOUM      Mouvman Kiltirèl Gwadloup 

Annexe de l’Ecole Elie CHAUFFREIN  Bas du Bourg  97100 BASSE-TERRE  - GUADELOUPE FWI 

Tél. 0590 327758  -   FAX  0590 327758  

Email :    voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr  Facebook : Voukoum mouvman kiltirèl Gwadloup 

15 

 

  

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr


VOUKOUM PRESS BOOK  

VOUKOUM      Mouvman Kiltirèl Gwadloup 

Annexe de l’Ecole Elie CHAUFFREIN  Bas du Bourg  97100 BASSE-TERRE  - GUADELOUPE FWI 

Tél. 0590 327758  -   FAX  0590 327758  

Email :    voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr  Facebook : Voukoum mouvman kiltirèl Gwadloup 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr


VOUKOUM PRESS BOOK  

VOUKOUM      Mouvman Kiltirèl Gwadloup 

Annexe de l’Ecole Elie CHAUFFREIN  Bas du Bourg  97100 BASSE-TERRE  - GUADELOUPE FWI 

Tél. 0590 327758  -   FAX  0590 327758  

Email :    voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr  Facebook : Voukoum mouvman kiltirèl Gwadloup 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr


VOUKOUM PRESS BOOK  

VOUKOUM      Mouvman Kiltirèl Gwadloup 

Annexe de l’Ecole Elie CHAUFFREIN  Bas du Bourg  97100 BASSE-TERRE  - GUADELOUPE FWI 

Tél. 0590 327758  -   FAX  0590 327758  

Email :    voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr  Facebook : Voukoum mouvman kiltirèl Gwadloup 

18 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

                                                

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

                    

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr


VOUKOUM PRESS BOOK  

VOUKOUM      Mouvman Kiltirèl Gwadloup 

Annexe de l’Ecole Elie CHAUFFREIN  Bas du Bourg  97100 BASSE-TERRE  - GUADELOUPE FWI 

Tél. 0590 327758  -   FAX  0590 327758  

Email :    voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr  Facebook : Voukoum mouvman kiltirèl Gwadloup 

19 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr


VOUKOUM PRESS BOOK  

VOUKOUM      Mouvman Kiltirèl Gwadloup 

Annexe de l’Ecole Elie CHAUFFREIN  Bas du Bourg  97100 BASSE-TERRE  - GUADELOUPE FWI 

Tél. 0590 327758  -   FAX  0590 327758  

Email :    voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr  Facebook : Voukoum mouvman kiltirèl Gwadloup 

20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr


VOUKOUM PRESS BOOK  

VOUKOUM      Mouvman Kiltirèl Gwadloup 

Annexe de l’Ecole Elie CHAUFFREIN  Bas du Bourg  97100 BASSE-TERRE  - GUADELOUPE FWI 

Tél. 0590 327758  -   FAX  0590 327758  

Email :    voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr  Facebook : Voukoum mouvman kiltirèl Gwadloup 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr


VOUKOUM PRESS BOOK  

VOUKOUM      Mouvman Kiltirèl Gwadloup 

Annexe de l’Ecole Elie CHAUFFREIN  Bas du Bourg  97100 BASSE-TERRE  - GUADELOUPE FWI 

Tél. 0590 327758  -   FAX  0590 327758  

Email :    voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr  Facebook : Voukoum mouvman kiltirèl Gwadloup 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr


VOUKOUM PRESS BOOK  

VOUKOUM      Mouvman Kiltirèl Gwadloup 

Annexe de l’Ecole Elie CHAUFFREIN  Bas du Bourg  97100 BASSE-TERRE  - GUADELOUPE FWI 

Tél. 0590 327758  -   FAX  0590 327758  

Email :    voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr  Facebook : Voukoum mouvman kiltirèl Gwadloup 

23 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr


VOUKOUM PRESS BOOK  

VOUKOUM      Mouvman Kiltirèl Gwadloup 

Annexe de l’Ecole Elie CHAUFFREIN  Bas du Bourg  97100 BASSE-TERRE  - GUADELOUPE FWI 

Tél. 0590 327758  -   FAX  0590 327758  

Email :    voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr  Facebook : Voukoum mouvman kiltirèl Gwadloup 

24 

 

 

 

 

Field Report: Highlights From the 2014 Gwoka Festival in Guadeloupe 

        Posted by Bill Farrington, August 26, 2014  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Guadeloupe–like most of its island neighbors in the Caribbean–has a long and difficult history of colonial conquests, 

slavery, and embedded African cultural traditions. (For more, check out our Hip Deep program “The French Caribbean: 

Cosmopolitan, Colonial, Complicated.”  
 

The musical traditions of Guadeloupe are deep and rich, and thriving to this day despite near extinction some 30 years ago, 

when social and racial discrimination had marginalized the music and discouraged public performances. The folk music 

known as gwoka survived mainly in the rural areas and was generally considered lower-class and backward. 
 

A legendary homeless street musician named Vélo is said to have kept the gwoka tradition alive by performing in the 

marketplace in Point-a-Pitre through the 1970s. His death in 1984 was a wakeup call for Guadeloupeans to reclaim and 

celebrate their heritage, and currently UNESCO is considering awarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage recognition to this 

indigenous music. Gwoka is enjoying a strong revival, with many practitioners, groups, and music education in schools to 

transmit the traditions to the upcoming generations. The 27th annual Gwoka Festival reviewed here is evidence of the 

success of the continuing musical renaissance. 

If your familiarity with the French Antilles began with the zouk group Kassav’, you’ll be interested to know that Kassav’s 

original members were from Guadeloupe, and began incorporating gwoka rhythms into their earliest recordings in 1979, in 

tribute to Vélo and bringing recognition and acceptance to the then-disparaged style. 
 

The African roots of the music are immediately obvious and undeniable. Research has traced links to the various origins of 

the rhythms in Congo, Sierra Leone and Senegal, among others. The word gwoka derives from the Creole form of the French 

gros ka (big drum), originally constructed from a wooden barrel with a goatskin head. The instrumentation of a gwoka 

ensemble consists of a large ka drum called the boula; a smaller drum known as a makè, a chacha (gourd rattle), and a 

clave-like pair of sticks, ti bwa, which are played percussively on the side of the drum. Performances include specific dances 

and song repertoires that accompany seven traditional rhythms: graj, tumblak, mendé, kaladja, woulé, padjanbel and léwoz. 
 

Afropop correspondent Bill Farrington attended the 27th annual Gwoka Festival in July 2014, and brought back the news 

that gwoka is alive and well and thriving in Guadeloupe. All photos by Bill Farrington. 
 

From July 9-14, the picturesque seaside town of Ste. Anne hosted five nights of music and dance at the 27th annual Gwoka 

Festival. On tap was a wide range of music all tied to the seven basic rhythms of gwoka. Hundreds turned out each night, 

mailto:voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr
http://www.afropop.org/wp/6381/the-french-caribbean-cosmopolitan-colonial-complicated/
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http://www.lameca.org/dossiers/gwoka/musique/rythmes/rythm_graj_eng.html
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mostly Guadeloupeans with a handful of tourists and international fans of the music. All shows were free, many taking place 

in public spaces around town, with the main stage at Plage Galba. 
 

Discussion of the future of the music began at the opening reception on July 9 and continued with panels over the course of 

the weekend. One topic: How to expand opportunities for the local economy through the music. One day of panels was 

organized to inform artists how to go about gaining international exposure. A concern was that gwoka would drift from its 

roots. Spurring passions was the development that gwoka is now under consideration for UNESCO world heritage 

designation, acknowledging the role of the music in resistance, rebellion, and as a voice of the working people. 

At one panel, Cameroonian vocalist Gino Sitson added perspective, saying the music originated with the Africans who were 

brought to the island to work in the sugarcane fields, more particularly the maroons who were drawn to the Grands Fonds 

region inland from Ste. Anne on Grande-Terre where the rugged landscape provided refuge. The drum was the common 

denominator among the slaves speaking different dialects but seemed like noise or worse to colonial rulers and Catholic 

church leaders. In 1843, five years before emancipation, drumming was banned. In response, drummers in the Grands 

Fonds area developed boulagel (mouth drums), a throat-singing rhythmic vocal technique. As a singer this technique 

reminded Sitson of traditions found in Africa, and led him to work with the Geoffroy family, masters of boulagel. 
 

A turning point came with the independence movement in the 1970s. Gwoka, strongly associated with that movement, had 

until then been marginalized and not considered music, explained lawyer Felix Cotellon. Through the struggle of the workers 

and patriots it caught the attention of students and intellectuals and grudgingly gained mainstream acceptance. 
 

Cotellon, former National Director of the U.P.L.G. (Popular Union for the Liberation of Guadeloupe), is now president of 

Repriz, the organization behind the festival. He says the history of the festival also overcame the same prejudices as the 

music, and currently is striving to be more inclusive of music and dance of other Guadeloupean cultures. 
 

July 14′s closing night presentation featured karnaval band Voukoum, vocal ensemble Famn Ki Ka, traditional gwoka from 

Kalbas Ka, and gwoka moderne from Rozan Monza. 
 

Voukoum Mouvman Kiltirel, a Basse-Terre based carnival band known for their fierce street presence, their weapon in their 

commitment to social struggle of the poor and working class. The warlike two-note rhythmic call of the conch sets the heart 

racing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Twenty members of the troupe took the stage and gave a taste of the chaos they bring to the streets. West Indian j’ouvert 
bands use the same rhythmic call. Fred Demetrius, a leader of the group, refused to talk to me at first because I did not 

speak Creole, but after my stumbling attempts satisfied him he relented with a laugh. The message, he said, is “The strength 

of cultural power, if we believe in our cultural power other people will believe in us.” 
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If you want to read more about the musical heritage behind the festival, read our Hip Deep interviews with Brenda 

Berrian. 

http://www.afropop.org/wp/13573/interview-brenda-berrian-on-the-music-and-culture-of-the-french-caribbean-part-1/ 

http://www.afropop.org/wp/13783/interview-brenda-berrian-on-music-and-culture-in-the-french-caribbean-part-2/ 

 

Keywords Bill Farrington, Guadeloupe, Gwoka, Gwoka Festival 2014  
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A spirited debate marked opening ceremonies of the 27th annual Gwoka Festival, July 

9-14 in Sainte Anne, Guadeloupe. In particular, the news that Gwoka (Creole word for 

large drum), once the expressions of an oppressed people is now under consideration 

for an UNESCO world heritage designation. Panelists and members of the public 

weighed in on the direction of the music, some seeing it as an opportunity for economic 

development others concerned about its role as independent voice.  

The festival itself was a triumphant celebration of this unique art form and by extension 

the struggle of a people. Six nights of music, dance, and discussion, all free, set 

beneath the stars and steps from the beachfront were the hub of activities in Sainte 

Anne. Each night hundreds of Guadeloupeans sprinkled with tourists and international 

fans of the music enjoyed a communal cultural experience.  

In the drum can be found the heart of Guadeloupe. The essence of the place is 

inseparable from its music. From the pattern of speech, a lilting intonation, to the way 

people move, the wind in the trees, or the sound of the surf, listen and you will hear it in 

Gwoka’s rhythms. 

Historically it has also been the voice of resistance and rebellion from its inception to 

modern times.  

“The polemic is that there is an idealogique dimension to Gwoka. The music has been 

strongly associated with the nationalistic movement and its popularity today grew out 

of that movement. In that sense the music and the ideology can not be separated its a 

complex relationship”. says historian and drummer Marie Helena Laumuno. 

Felix Cotellon explains, “For a very long time Gwoka has been marginalized, not 

considered music. In the 70’s a nationalist struggle against the colonialist power took 

hold led by the workers and farmers unions. The movement introduced the music to 

students and intellectuals.” Cotillon, then national director of U.P.L.G. a liberation 

organization is now president of Repriz, the driving force behind the festival and the 

UNESCO proposal, “A cultural identity grew out of the struggle and the gwoka music 

eventually gained mainstream acceptance.” he said. “Now the challenge is to be more 

inclusive.” 

After opening ceremonies throngs of fans spent the rest of the evening gathered 

around several traditional gwoka bands playing on local streets. One, on the steps of 

the Centre Culturel featured the traditional lineup Maké, lead drummer, and two 

boulas playing the rhythmic sequences and chorus playing calabash shakers. 

The following night hundreds of spectators arranged in a semicircle around a gwoka ensemble. The event, a Lewoz, is the 

traditional way to hear the music. The leader Bébé Rospart called out an introductory phrase a cappella and was answered 

by the chorus, which signaled the drummers what rhythm would be played. Once the music was rolling, dancers were invited 

into the circle where they first made eye contact with the drummers and then challenged them to stay in tune with their 

movements. The ritual was repeated over again when a new dancer entered and carried on till the early morning hours.  
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The following nights many of the great artists of the music performerd from a stage beneath the stars and steps from the 

beach. Traditional ensembles Esnard Boisdur, Kan’nida, and Konvwaka. Gwoka Moderne from Fondong and Rozan Monza. 

Karnival band Voukoum, vocal groups Fanm Ki Ka and Kalbas Ka, and dancers and musicians of traditional arts schools 

(Acadamiduka, Klethnica, Sakitaw,) dance troups Djok, and Cie Koklaya among many others. 

Boisdur and Kan’nida both are from the rugged Grand-Fonds region, both also continue family traditions in the music. 

Boisdur’s voice had a timeless beauty, mesmerizing as he sung complex melodic patterns that rose and fell over the gwoka 

rhythms, answered by a chorus that echoed the rhythm. The drumming itself is understated in comparison to other gwoka 

bands recalling, perhaps, the style of previous generations. He learned in family gatherings and has played the music all his 

life recording 17 albums since 1983. Three songs he played, ‘A Bwa Vigne’, Pwotéjé Yo and Las Fe Mal came from his latest 

album ‘Yebois’. All, he told Caribbean Life, are inspired by social issues he observes in life around him.  

Kan’ nida, is a family group led by two brothers Zagalo and Rene Geoffroy. Their powerful set included two bouladjel, 

‘Tankitan’ and ‘BonJou’. Bouladjel is a rhythmic vocal and throat singing technique the group has mastered. Gino Sitson, a 

genre busting vocalist who has worked with the Geoffroy family, explains that Gwoka originally was the music of African 

slaves, in particular the maroons. “Gwoka was developed in the Grands Fonds because maroons gathered there, later in 

colonial times drumming was banned bouladjel was developed using the voice as drum.” The style of singing was kept alive 

at funerals on Grand-Terre where singing without without instrumentation lasts through the night.  

The Kan’nida set also included a totally improvised song “Chikoungounya” sung by Zagalo in a wryly humorous poke at his 

brother Rene who is suffering with a case of the mosquito borne disease. 

Glawdys N’Dee a native of Sainte Anne and founder of Gwadloup International Day in Chicago describes what a visitor can 

expect “What i see in the festival itself is the essence of life and culture; authentic music, ambiance and valuation of the 

culture.” News on the UNESCO designation is expected in the coming months. 

©2014 COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER GROUP 
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Actualité Culture et Patrimoine  
BASSE-TERRE 

Yvor J. LAPINARD France-Antilles Guadeloupe 04.06.2013  
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Voukoum le phénoménal!   

Yvor J. LAPINARD France-Antilles Guadeloupe 04.06.2013  

 
Les « dérébénal » ou les jeunes qui fréquentent l'école de musique de Voukoum. Eux aussi étaient mis en avant dans le concert.  

Le concert des 25 ans a fait le bonheur des petits et des grands, vendredi 
et samedi, à L'Artchipel dans une salle bondée et devant un public en 
extase! 

Il est 20 heures. La voix d'Amédée Labiny, un des responsables de Voukoum, retentit dans la 

grande salle bondée de L'Artchipel. Il parle des problèmes du pays, et notamment de cette mort 

qui nous tend les bras à la moindre pécadille. 

Les musiciens vont ensuite rappliquer autour des ka, tanbou-a-débonda, ti tanbou chan et « 

makè » , « bas » et kontrèbas, kòn-a-lanbi, flûte, petites percussions, claviers... Ils sont 

harmonieusement répartis sur la scène, occupée également par de la verdure qu'on compare à 

du man-jé-lapen. Une belle façon de camoufler des éléments de la technique. 

Au fond, une petite scène surélevée sur laquelle doivent évoluer des « mas » , une danseuse, et 

des tableaux scéniques. Et en arrière-plan, un grand écran sur lequel sont projetées des images 

en rapport avec le titre interprété. Le décor ainsi placé, le concert de Voukoum débute 

véritablement. On sent monter de l'intensité. Le public est déjà conquis. À croire qu'il n'attendait 

que ça depuis quelque temps. 
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UN GRAND MOMENT 
On s'attend à un grand moment, tout en « trans » , à l'instar de ce que le Mouvman a l'habitude 

de nous proposer. On s'attend à un concert mémorable, retraçant 25 années de « résistance, de 

créativité et de production culturelles » . 

Pendant deux bonnes heures, les titres vont s'enchaîner du tac au tac. Quelques succès du 

Mouvman sont repris, notamment ceux enregistrés avec feue Aksidan, cette grande dame du 

bèlè, qui est honorée. Des compositions plus actuelles, qu'on retrouve sur le CD Kwayandiz é 
trans fraîchement sorti. Et puis des titres inédits, comme celui qui permettait de rendre hommage 

à Joël Babin, musicien du groupe parti l'an dernier. 

Et pour tout concert exceptionnel, invités exceptionnels. On veut parler d'Alain « Candela » Délos 

et ses percussionnistes du groupe Karmélo, des Choeurs créoles Colibris, de Wozan Monza, de 

François Ladrezeau et Jean-Pierre Coquerel du Mouvman Akiyo, de Robert Mézindi et Josette 

Lupot et du Martiniquais Niko Gernet de Tanbou bò kannal. Les élèves de l'école de Voukoum, le 

dérébénal, participent également. 

Oui, il étaient phénoménaux, ces concerts de vendredi et samedi à L'Artchipel. Et dire que de 

nombreux artistes professionnels n'arrivent pas à remplir les 500 places de la salle Anacaona. 

Les « amateurs » de Voukoum, eux, ont réussi à le faire sur deux soirées. Une belle manière de 

clôturer la saison culturelle 2012-2013 de L'Artchipel et le cycle des Nouvelles écritures 

scéniques et de la transversalité. 

 

 
Le salsero Alain « Candela » Délos, qu'on ne présente plus dans le milieu de la percussion, était accompagné par ses amis du 
groupe Karmélo. Pour montrer qu'on pouvait proposer quelque chose de sensationnel avec les « bonm an plastik » . 

mailto:voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr


VOUKOUM PRESS BOOK  

VOUKOUM      Mouvman Kiltirèl Gwadloup 

Annexe de l’Ecole Elie CHAUFFREIN  Bas du Bourg  97100 BASSE-TERRE  - GUADELOUPE FWI 

Tél. 0590 327758  -   FAX  0590 327758  

Email :    voukoum.mkg@wanadoo.fr  Facebook : Voukoum mouvman kiltirèl Gwadloup 

32 

 
Fred Démétrius,Yolande Monza et Marius Numa à l'oeuvre. Voukoum est entré dans une grande dimension musicale. 

 
Il y avait la musique, certes, mais aussi ce qui fait l'essence même du Mouvman kiltirèl Voukoum : la mise en espace de ses « 
mas » . Ici, les mas-a-Kongo. 
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BASSE-TERRE 

Voukoum dans l'un de ses plus beaux mas 
Fl. B.      France-Antilles Guadeloupe 31.01.2013  

 
Plusieurs centaines de membres de Voukoum ont déboulé dans les rues du chef-lieu.  

Le mas-a-roukou de Voukoum compte parmi les plus appréciés. Il a une fois de plus 
connu un beau succès dans les artères de Basse-Terre et sa périphérie, dimanche après-
midi. 

Le déboulé en mas-a-roukou de Voukoum, dimanche après-midi, dans les rues de Basse-Terre, 

s'inscrivait dans les manifestations en hommage aux Amérindiens, ces premiers habitants de 

l'île, qui avaient coutume de s'enduire d'huile de rocou, en prévention, notamment, des piqures 

de moustiques. Le président de Voukoum, Freddy Racon, peut être fier de la qualité de cet 

hommage rendu. Car, pour la petite histoire, lorsque Christophe Colomb débarque le 4 novembre 

1493, les îles sont déjà connues par des peuples autochtones - Taïnos, Arawaks, Ciboneys, 

Kalinago -, et habités par ceux que les Européens ont qualifiés vulgairement de Caraïbes pour 

dire que c'était un peuple de cannibales. 

Les échanges entre Amérindiens et Européens ont permis à ces derniers de survivre aux 

conditions climatiques et de connaître les plantes comestibles et médicinales. Et après 

l'extermination d'une bonne partie des tribus autochtones, c'est grâce aux « sauvages », comme 

on les désignait à l'époque, que les esclaves africains ont pu apprendre à vivre avec la faune et la 

flore tropicale, mais aussi partager leur sens du sacré, du rituel et autres croyances. 
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Une belle Amérindienne dans le défilé. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Les conques à lambi ont raisonné très loin, boostant encore plus une musique Gwosiwo impressionnante. 

 
JUTE, CARTON ET TIGES DE COCOTIERS 

Afin de coller au mieux à ces rites amérindiens, chaque membre de Voukoum, le corps enduit 

d'huile de rocou, était invité à déposer au local une bouteille d'huile de table, jusqu'à vendredi 

dernier. Celle-ci entre en effet dans la composition finale, avec comme produit de base, le 

colorant rouge-orange issu des graines de rocou. 

Sac ou tissu en jute pour le pagne et bustier des femmes, coquillages, entraient également dans 

la composition des costumes. Pour la coiffe, le carton d'emballage a fait l'affaire, tout comme 

des tiges de cocotiers et diverses plumes, retenues par de la colle. Les colliers étaient composés 

de coquillages, et voilà les Voukoumiens prêts pour entrer dans l'esprit d'un de leurs plus beaux 

mas. Des kilomètres durant, plusieurs centaines de membres et sympathisants du Mouvman 

kiltirèl Voukoum ont reçu les encouragements des spectateurs. 
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On pòz pou pran konsyans 

Lovely ELIAC France-Antilles Guadeloupe 29.04.2013  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SYMBOLE. Équipés de tambourins et coiffés de képis, les différents membres du mouvement Rèpransans se sont rencontrés à Basse-Terre, comme 
symbole de ralliement du groupe Voukoum au mouvement.  

 

Unis d'une même voix contre la violence, c'est le coeur chantant et le pas déterminé que les 

group a po ont fait vibrer la région basse-terrienne, samedi. 
 

Après une semaine de débats inter-générationnels, Rèpransans a permis d'observer cette violence 

quotidienne présente dans l'île. Le but étant de « conscientiser » le peuple. Les group a po ont apporté 

leur pierre à l'édifice en organisant des activités autour de la culture. La marche de samedi est donc 

venue finaliser et concrétiser le processus de lutte contre cette violence qui gangrène le territoire. Odeurs 

d'encens planant dans les airs, rires enjoués, les petits comme les grands sont au rendez-vous au stade 

de Gourbeyre, lieu de départ de la manifestation. Ni la météo, ni le trajet n'ont arrêté cette dizaine de 

groupes qui évolue principalement en période carnavalesque. Ils étaient venus par centaines, le blanc de 

leurs habits symbolise l'esprit de paix qui les anime. Ne représentant pas qu'un simple défilé, ces 

personnes crient à travers leur parcours leur aversion pour cette montée d'agressivité qui désunit la 

Guadeloupe. Organisés et responsables, ces groupes sont l'animation d'une fin d'après-midi à laquelle 

ne s'attendent pas les usagers de la route bloqués à Valkaners puis à Blanchet/Gourbeyre. Loin d'être 

mécontents, les automobilistes se font les spectateurs improvisés et en profitent pour prendre quelques 

photos. Dans la rue, chants et marche plutôt rapide viennent accentuer le mot d'ordre du jour : 

Gwadloup rèpransans aw!   
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